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	Categories/

Criteria
	Limited 1, 2,3
	Adequate  4, 5
	Proficient 6, 7, 8
	Excellent 9, 10

	Create
	· focus is unclear

· theme is unclear or lacking

· stylistic devices are lacking or ineffective
· ideas are derivative or clichéd
	· focus wavers occasionally
· theme is not fully developed

· stylistic devices are effective some of the time

· ideas show some original thinking
	· focus is clear (e.g., one main character, one main event) 
· theme is clear 
· stylistic devices are effective (e.g., use of foreshadowing, varying sentence length to create suspense)
· ideas are creative and original
	· focus is clear (e.g., one main character, one main event) but these are developed fully
· theme is clear and sophisticated

· stylistic devices are used in sophisticated ways

· ideas are creative, original, and sophisticated

	Communicate
	· introduction is weak
· introduction is ineffective
· ending is ineffective

· diction, tone, and level of language show a limited sense of the intended audience

· writer’s voice is lacking

· organization is ineffective
	· introduction engages the reader to some extent
· ending is effective to some degree

· diction, tone, and level of language suit the intended audience to some degree
· writer’s voice is sometimes evident

· organization is inconsistent
	· introduction engages reader
· ending is effective 
· diction, tone, and level of language are appropriate to suit the intended audience

· writer’s voice is evident
· organization is effective (e.g., paragraph structure, transitions)
	· introduction engages the reader in a sophisticated or creative way
· ending is effective and original

· diction, tone, and level of language are used artfully to suit the audience

· writer’s voice is consistently evident

· organization is highly effective

	Conventions
	· use of language conventions is limited (e.g., errors in spelling and grammar interfere with communication)
· use of mechanics is limited
	· use of language conventions is inconsistent (e.g., some errors in spelling and grammar, but not sufficient to interfere with communication)
· use of mechanics is inconsistent
	· use of language conventions is accurate and effective (e.g., spelling and grammar are mostly correct)
· use of mechanics is correct and effective (e.g., punctuation)
	· use of language conventions is accurate, effective, and virtually error-free (e.g., no errors in spelling or grammar)
· use of mechanics is correct, effective and virtually error-free
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